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the eclipse of 1778, describes a point of red light which
made its appearance on the western limb of the moon
about a minute and a quarter before the emergence of
the sun. At first small and faint, it grew brighter and
brighter until extinguished by the returning sunlight.
He supposed that the phenomenon was caused by a
hole or fissure in the body of the moon; but, with our
present knowledge, there can be little doubt that it was
simply a prominence gradually uncovered by her motion.

The chromosphere seems to have been seen even
earlier than the prominences: thus Captain Stannyan,
in a report on the eclipse of 1706, observed by him at
Berne, noticed that the emersion of the sun was pre-
ceded by a blood-red streak of light, visible for six or
seven seconds upon the western limb. Halley and
Louville saw the same thing in 1715. Halley says that
two or three seconds before the emersion a long and
very narrow streak of a dusky but strong red light
seemed to color the dark edge of the moon on the
western edge where the sun was about to reappear.
Louville's account agrees substantially with this, and
he further describes the precautions he used to satisfy
himself that the phenomenon was no mere optical illu-
sion, nor due to any imperfection of his telescope.

In eclipses that followed that of 1733, the chromo-
sphere and prominences seem to have attracted but lit-
tle attention, even if they were observed at all. Some-
thing of the sort appears to have been noticed by Ferrers
in 1806, but the main interest of his observation lay in
a different direction.

In July, 1842, a great eclipse occurred, and the
shadow of the moon described a wide belt running
across southern France, northern Italy, and a portion
of Austria. The eclipse was carefully observed by